
CAMDEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Draft Minutes of Meeting - April 27, 2016 

Washington Street Conference Room 
 
 
Members present :  Roger Rittmaster (Chair), Kristen Lindquist,  Alison McKellar, Vicki Doudera, Tom 
Hopps, Robin Kern, Doug Johnson 
Members absent:  none  
Guest: Ian Stewart, Executive Director, Coastal Mountains Land Trust 
 
Meeting called to order at 7pm. 
 
COASTAL MOUNTAINS LAND TRUST 
Ian Stewart presented the mission, function and projects of Coastal Mountains Land Trust (CMLT). 
 
RAGGED MOUNTAIN PRESERVE 
Roger proposed that CCC recommend that the Town of Camden transfer the two parcels: Map 217, Lots 
017 and 022, to CMLT for their permanent preservation as part of the Ragged Mountain Preserve. These 
town-owned parcels are located on top of Ragged Mountain and will be largely surrounded by 
conserved land once the Ragged Mountain Preserve project is completed.  They are separated from the 
Snow Bowl by CMLT-conserved land.  Following discussion it was agreed to postpone voting on this 
recommendation until the next meeting to allow for study. Roger said he would look into the process of 
transfer of public land. 
 
FEEDING OF DUCKS 
Alison presented, Vicky moved, Kristen seconded that CCC recommend to the Town that the Town 
adopt our draft of an ordinance prohibiting the feeding of wild animals in Camden, including gulls and 
ducks. The ordinance explains that such feeding is harmful to the animals, to water quality in the harbor 
and potentially to humans.  The motion carried 5-2. 
 
UPDATE ON STORM WATER DRAIN PROJECT 
This was deferred to the next meeting due to lack of time. 
 
ASH TREE SURVEY 
Relative to the impending arrival into this area of the Emerald Ash Borer, fatal to Ash trees, the CCC 
survey of public ash trees in Camden has been more realistically refined to identifying some of the most 
valuable ash trees in Camden, including some planted by the Camden Garden Club.  Jan Santerre, of 
Project Canopy, has agreed to give a presentation on the EAB at the next CCC meeting on May 25. 
  
CMLT AND CCC COASTAL MOUNTAINS NATURE PROGRAM  
Roger reminded us of events in May: Vernal Pools Ecology talk, May 3, 7pm, Camden Public Library and 
Vernal Pools field trip, 10am -12pm, May 7, Tanglewood camp, Lincolnville. 
 
CCC TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP 
Robin confirmed that the CCC terms of reference require that the CCC have no more than 7 voting 
members. 
 



Carla submitted a letter of resignation from CCC because she has not been able to attend enough 
meetings.  She was warmly recognized for her service. 
 
Tom announced that he will be resigning from the CCC after his term ends at the end of June. 
 
Noting that there will now be an opening on the CCC starting in July, Roger requested that CCC members 
bring forward names of anyone interested in the position to the next meeting.  He also asked for a 
volunteer to replace Tom as secretary, starting in July. 
 
PARK-JOHN STREET WALKING TRAIL 
Roger met with Geoff Scott, Chair of the Pathways Committee, regarding this potential recreational trail.  
Geoff informed Roger that recreational trails were not part of the Pathways Committee’s remit, but that 
he would ask, at their next meeting, if Pathway Committee members were interested in becoming 
involved.   
 
VENERABLE OAK ON ELM STREET 
The location of this tree requires several steps elevation in the sidewalk that is an obstacle to the 
handicapped.   Pat Finnegan asked Doug Johnson whether removing the steps would endanger the tree, 
and Doug replied that the tree would likely not survive the damage to its root system.  He documented 
this in a written response.  A solution was suggested to improve signage rerouting pedestrian traffic to 
crosswalks before and after the steps, allowing pedestrians to access the other side of the highway. 
 
SPEAKER AT JUNE 29 MEETING 
Alison will invite Keri Kaczor (http://www.seagrant.umaine.edu/staff/keri-kaczor) of the Maine Healthy 
Beaches Program to our June 29 meeting to discuss methods of improving water quality in Camden 
Harbor (45 min presentation and discussion). 
 
The next CCC meeting will be on Wednesday, May 25, in the Washington Street Conference Room. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tom Hopps, Secretary 
 

http://www.seagrant.umaine.edu/staff/keri-kaczor

